
The Hobbit: 

Bombur’s Travelling Socks 
By Susan Sedlak 

    

Features: Toe-up, Texture, Spiral afterthought heel, Spiral Toe, Jeny’s surpisingly 

stretchy bind-off 

Skill required: Super easy, no special sock knitting skills required! 

Size: Adult (Easily adjusted to fit any size – see end of pattern) 

Gauge:  30 st x 40 rows= 4” (can be knit in any gauge - see end of pattern) 

Stitches used: Knit, Purl, K2tog, Emily Ockers Circular cast-on, Jeny’s surpisingly 

stretchy bind-off, m1 (make 1 by picking up bridging yarn between stitches 

knitwise, knit through back of stitch) pm (place marker), slm (slip marker) 

Notions:  2.25mm dpn,  22” waste yarn fingering weight,  4 ring markers, 1 pin 

marker, darning needle 

Yarn:  400 yds 100gms Kroy 4ply sock  or other Fingering Sock Yarn 
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Toe: Cast on using Emily Ockers Circular cast-on (see reference last pg) Cast on 8st (fig 1.) 

Fig 1. 

 fig 2.

Row 1:  knit 1 round dividing stitches evenly onto 4 

dpns 

Row 2: *k1, m1* 

Row 3, 4: knit 

 Row 5: *k2, m1, pm* 

Row 6, 7: knit 

 Row 8: *k3, m1, slm* 

Row 9, 10: knit 

 Row 11: *k4, m1, slm* 

Row 12, 13, 14: knit 

 Row 15: *k5, m1, slm* 

Rows 16, 17, 18: knit 

Row 19: *k6, m1, slm* 

Row 20, 21, 22, 23: knit 

Row 24: *k7, m1, slm* (64st) 

Row 25: knit (fig2.) 

Foot: 

 fig 3. 
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Purl 33st, pm, knit 31st, pm 

Pattern: (over the first 33st, continue to knit stocking stitch on the sole of the foot) 

Row 1:  k2, *p1, k3,* p1, k2 

Row 2:  k1, *p3, k1*  

Continue in pattern for 8” from toe. (fig 3.) 

Next row:  k32 using waste yarn, (reknit these 32 stitches , continue the round)  Fig 4. Shows the darker 

waste yarn. 

 fig 4. 

Continue in pattern  

 Knit 2 more rows in pattern. 

Leg: Begin knitting the pattern all the way around the leg. 

Continue till the sock measures the same length as the toe to the heel. 

Cuff: (Optional) K1, p1 for 1” or 12 rows (longer if you wish) 

fig 5. 

Cast off using Jen’s Surprisingly Stretchy Bind – off (see reference last pg) fig 5. 
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Heel: 

  fig 6. 

Remove the waste yarn, picking up 16st on each of 4 dpns (64st) (fig 6.) 

 fig 7. 

Knit 2 rows 

Row 3: *k8, pm* 

Row 4: *k6, k2tog* 

Row 5: knit 

Row 6: knit 

Row 7: knit 

Row 8: *k5, k2tog* 

Row 9: knit 

Row 10: knit 

Row 11: *k4, k2tog* 

Row 12: knit 

Row 13: knit 

Row 14: *k3, k2tog* 

Row 15: knit 

Row 16: *k2, k2tog* 

Row 17: knit 

Row 18: *k1, k2tog* 

Row 19: knit 

Row 20: *k2tog* (8st)  (fig 7.) 

Close the Heel by gathering the stitches and drawing them together and darn in the tail. 
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For the perfect fit: For custom socks start with and outline 

fig 8. 

Draw an outline of the intended foot for your sock and measure across the widest part of the forefoot. 

Using the number of stitches in the gauge you are knitting, calculate 2 times this measurement. In this 

case 8” at 30st per 4” = 60st. For this pattern stitch the count must be adjusted to a number divisible by 6 

therefore 66st. In this case the toe was started as 8st and increased to 64st (not a problem as the sole is 

stocking stitch. When the heel is reached, a stitch is added on either side of the heel to 66st. Now the 

stitch pattern can be continued around the leg. The length of the foot to the ankle in this case is 7” a 

waste yarn is knitted in, and the leg is knit. 64st stitches are picked up and knitted to make the heel. 

Techniques mentioned in this pattern can be found here 

 Emily Ocker circular cast-on -  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gK7yn-
M7Yg&feature=related 

 Jeny’s Surprisingly Stretchy Bind-Off - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abBhe-JYmgI  

 Knitting the toes and heels in a complementary colour makes removing and replacing a toes or 
heel easier. 

 Use a Russian Join to hide the transition between two yarns 
http://techknitting.blogspot.com/2007/06/working-in-ends-on-multi-color-knitting.html 

 For Joggless Stripping I recommend  http://techknitting.blogspot.com/2007/01/jogless-
stripes.html 

 * This pattern can be easily resized, try the sock on as the toe is knit. When you find it 
comfortable round the number of stitches to an even number preferably divisible by 8. 

 

For further information contact spinnersyarn@live.com 

Visit my Blog Kittens with mittens for info on other upcoming patterns 

http://kitenswithmittens.wordpress.com  or stop by my Ravelry shop to find more patterns and sales 
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